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Re :  C omments on  the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 
Evolve Student Housing Project (SC H  No. 20 240809 79) 

D ear Ms. Peterson: 

We are writing on behalf  
  on the Evolve Student Housing Proj ect (SCH No. 
2024080979) ("Project" ) ,  proposed by San D iego State University ("SDSU" ) .  

The Project would involve construction and development of new student 
housing and related support facilities on SD SU' s main campus. The Proj ect would 
consist of two components, the Peninsula Component and the University Towers 
E ast Component . 1 The proposed Peninsula Component would be located on an 
approximately 10 .  57-acre site in the northwest portion of the campus, and would 
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legally adequate revised DEIR and recirculating it for public review and comment . 10 

CARE CA reserves the right to provide supplemental comments at any and all later 

proceedings related to this Project . 1 1  

I. STATEMENT OF INTEREST 

CARE CA is an unincorporated association of individuals and labor 

organizations that may be adversely affected by the potential public and worker 

health and safety hazards, and the environmental imp acts of the Proj ect .  The 

coalition includes San Diego residents Justin B arnes, Terry Hermosillo, Bert 

Mendenhall, Conner Mick, Francisco Soto Jr . ,  and UA Local 230, along with its 

members, their families, and other individuals  work in and around the 

City of San Diego . 
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Second, CEQA requires public agencies to avoid or reduce environmental 
damage when "feasible" by requiring consideration of environmentally superior 
alternatives and adoption of all feasible mitigation measures. 18 The EIR serves to 
provide agencies and the public with information about the environmental impocts 
of a proposed project and to "identify ways that environmental damage can be 
avoided or significantly reduced." 19 If the project will have a significant effect on the 
environment, the agency may approve the project only if it finds that it has 
"eliminated or substantially lessened all significant effects on the environment'' to 
the greatest extent feasible and that any unavoidable significant effects on the 
environment are "acceptable due to overriding concerns." 20 

While courts review an EIR using an "abuse of d iscretion" standard, "the 
reviewing court is not to 'uncritically rely on every study or analysis presented by a 
project proponent in support of its position. A clearly inadequate or unsupported 
study is entitled to no judicial deference.''21 As the courts have explained, a 
prejudicial abuse of discretion occurs "if the failure to include relevant information 
precludes informed decision-making and informed public participation, thereby 
thwarting the statutory goals of the EIR process." 22 "The ultimate inquiry, as case 
law and the CEQA guidelines make clear, is whether the EIR includes enough 
detail 'to enable who did not participate in its preparation to understand and to 
consider meaningfully the issues raised by the proposed project."' 23 

III. THE PROJECT DESCRIPTION IS INADEQUATE

The DEIR does not meet CEQA's requirements because it fails to include an 
accurate and complete Project description, rendering the entire analysis inadequate. 

18 CEQA Guidelines§ 15002(a)(2), (3); see aLso Berkdey Jets, 91 Cal.App.4th at 1354; Citizen.s of 
Gdeta, Valley, 52 Cal.3d at p. 564. 
19 CEQA Guidelines§ 15002(a)(2). 
�PRC§ 2108l(a)(3), (b); CEQA Guidelines§§ 15090(a), 1509l(a), 15092(b)(2)(A), (B); Couingt.on u. 
Greai Basin Unified Air Po l lution Control Dist. (2019) 43 Cal.App.5th 867 , 883. 
21 Berkeley Jets, 91 Ca1App.4th at p. 1355 (emphasis added) (quoting Laurel Heights I, 47 Cal.3d at 
391, 409, fn 12). 
22 Berkeley Jets, 91 Cal App.4th at p. 1355; see also San Joaquin Raptor/Wildli/e Rescue Center u. 
County of Stanisl,aus (1994) 27 Cal.App.4th 713, 722 (error is prejudicial if the failure to include 
relevant information precludes informed decision making and informed public participation, thereby 
thwarting the statut.ory goals of the EIR process); Galante Vineyards, 60 Cal.App.4th at p. 1117 
(decision to approve a project is a nullity if based upon an EIR that does not provide decision-makers 
and the public with information about the project as required by CEQA); County of Amador u. El 
Dorado County Water Agency (1999) 76 Cal.App.4th 931, 946 (prejudicial abuse of discretion results 
where agency fails to comply with info1mation disclosure provisions of CEQA). 
23 Sierra Club, 6 Cal. 5th at p. 516 (quoting Laurel Haghts /, 47 Cal.3d at 405). 
7734-00;lacp 
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