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SACRAMENTO, CA 95814-4721

kcarmichael@adamsbroadwell.com

Of Counsel
MARC D. JOSEPH
DANIEL L. CARDOZO December 14, 2022

Via Email and Overnight Mail
Esther Ahn, Planner

Planning Department

City of Los Angeles

200 N. Spring St. Room 763

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Email: esther.ahn@lacitv.org

S0. SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE

601 GATEWAY BLVD., SUITE 1000
S0O. SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94080

TEL: (650) 589-1660
FAX: (650) 589-5062

Re: Comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Valor

Elementary School Project (ENV-2022-5866-MND)

Dear Ms. Ahn:

On behalf of Coalition for Responsible Equitable Economic Development Los
Angeles (‘CREED LA”), we respectfully submit these comments on the City of Los
Angeles’ (“City”) Mitigated Negative Declaration! (“MND”) prepared for the Valor
Elementary School Project (ENV-2022-5866-MND) (“Project”) proposed by Bright
Star Schools (“Applicant”) and prepared pursuant to the California Environmental

Quality Act (“CEQA”)2 by the City of Los Angeles (“City”).

The Project proposes to construct a one and two-story, 26.5-foot-tall,
elementary school building with 28 classrooms, totahng 23,538 square-feet. for
grades transitional kindergarten (“TK”) through 4; a 3,182 square-foot multi-
purpose room, administrative spaces, corridors, storage spaces, and covered outdoor
dining, and a surface parking lot with an ingress/egress driveway off Plummer
Street.3 The elementary school building would have a total building area of 34,755
sf and wonld accommodate a maximum enrollment of 552 students. The Project
would also include 30,726 sf of open space and landscaping, including two play

areas totahng 13,060 square-feet.

1 City of Los Angeles, Mitigated Negative Declaration, Valor Elementary School Project (“MND”)

Case No: ENV-2022-5866-MND (November 2022) available at

https://planning.lacitv.org/odocument/4665dfef-ecad-42b5-80bG-575ca5e17851/ENV-2022-5866.pdf

2 Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.; 14 Cal. Code Regs. (“C.C.R.”) §§ 15000 et seq.

3MND, p .1.
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December 14, 2022
Page 3

STATEMENT OF INTEREST

CREED LA is an unincorporated association of individuals and labor
organizations formed to ensure that the construction of major urban projects in
the Los Angeles region proceed in a manner that minimizes public and worker
health and safety risks, avoids, or mitigates environmental and public service
1mpacts, and fosters long-term sustainable construction and development
opportunities. The association includes the Sheet Metal Workers Local 105,
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 11, Southern California
Pipe Trades District Council 16, and District Council of Iron Workers of the State
of California, along with their members, their families, and other individuals who
live and work in the Los Angeles region.

Individual members of CREED LA live in the City of Los Angeles, and
work, recreate, and raise their families in the City and surrounding communities.
Accordingly, they would be directly affected by the Project’s environmental and
health, and safety impacts. Individual members may also work on the Project
itself. They will be first in line to be exposed to any health and safety hazards
that exist on site.

CREED LA has an interest in enforcing environmental laws that encourage
sustainable development and ensure a safe working environment for its members.
Environmentally detrimental projects can jeopardize future jobs by making it more
difficult and more expensive for business and industry to expand in the region, and
by making the area less desirable for new businesses and new residents. Continued
environmental degradation can, and has, caused construction moratoriums and
other restrictions on growth that, in turn, reduce future employment opportunities.

CREED LA supports the development of commercial, mixed use, and
educational projects where properly analyzed and carefully planned to minimize
1mpacts on public health, climate change, and the environment. These projects
should avoid adverse impacts to air quality, public health, climate change, noise,
and traffic, and must incorporate all feasible mitigation to ensure that any
remaining adverse impacts are reduced to the maximum extent feasible. Only by
maintaining the highest standards can commercial development truly be
sustainable.

L6402-005;
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CONCLUSION

For the reasons discussed above, the MND for the Project remains wholly
mnadequate under CEQA. There is substantial evidence supporting a fair argument
that the Project has numerous potentially significant, unmitigated impacts. The
City must prepare and circulate an EIR to provide legally adequate analysis of, and
mitigation for, all of the Project’s potentially significant impacts. Until the City
prepares an EIR, the City may not lawfully approve the Project.

Thank you for your attention to these comments. Please include them in the

record of proceedings for the Project.

Sincerely,

Kevin Carmichael

KTC:jl

L6402-005;
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