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IL DISCUSSION

CEQA Guidelines section 15183 does not relieve the City of reviewing environmental
effects that “[w]ere not analyzed as significant effects in a prior EIR on the zoning action,
general plan or community plan with which the project is consistent.” 14 Cal. Admin. Code §
15183(b)(2). Section 15183 also excludes exempting impacts that are “peculiar” to the Project.
Peculiar is a term of art specifically defined by the regulation:

An effect of a project on the environment shall not be considered peculiar to the
project or the parcel for the purposes of this section if uniformly applied
development policies or standards have been previously adopted by the city or
county with a finding that the development policies or standards will substantially
mitigate that environmental effect when applied to future projects, unless
substantial new information shows that the policies or standards will not
substantially mitigate the environmental effect.

14 Cal. Code Regs. § 15183(f).

One component of an air quality impact analysis under CEQA is evaluating the health
risk impacts of toxic air contaminant (“TACs”) emissions contributed by a proposed project as
well as cumulatively with other nearby TAC sources.

Formaldehyde is a known human carcinogen. Many composite wood products typically
used in residential building construction contain formaldehyde-based glues which off-gas
formaldehyde over a very long time period. The primary source of formaldehyde indoors is
composite wood products manufactured with urea-formaldehyde resins, such as plywood,
medium density fiberboard, and particle board. These materials are commonly used in residential
and building construction for flooring, cabinetry, baseboards, window shades, interior doors, and
window and door trims. Given the prominence of materials with formaldehyde-based resins that
will be used in constructing the Project, there is a significant likelihood that the Project’s
emissions of formaldehyde to air will result in very significant cancer risks to future residents
and workers in the buildings. Even if the materials used within the buildings comply with the
Airborne Toxic Control Measures (ATCM) of the California Air Resources Board (CARB),
significant emissions of formaldehyde may still occur.

The residential buildings will have significant impacts on air quality and health risks by
emitting cancer-causing levels of formaldehyde into the air that will expose workers and
residents to cancer risks well in excess of SCAQMD’s threshold of significance. A 2018 study
by Chan et al. (attached as Exhibit A) measured formaldehyde levels in new structures
constructed after the 2009 CARB rules went into effect. Even though new buildings conforming
to CARB’s ATCM had a 30% lower median indoor formaldehyde concentration and cancer risk
than buildings built prior to the enactment of the ATCM, the levels of formaldehyde will still
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