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N censed m Gotorade, August 24, 2021

Via Email and U.S. Mail

Hearing Officer

c/o Jivar Afshar, Planning Assistant
City of Los Angeles

Department of City Planning

221 N. Figueroa St., Suite 1350

Los Angeles, CA 90012

Email: jivar.afshar@lacity.org

Re: Agenda Item 1: Comments on the Final Environmental Impact
Report — 676 Mateo Street Project (SCH No. 2018021068; Case No.
ENV-2016-3691-EIR; CPC-2016-3689-GPA-ZC-HD-MCUP-DB-SPR;
VTT-74550)

Dear Hearing Officer, Ms. Afshar:

We are writing on behalf of Coalition for Responsible Equitable Economic
Development (“CREED LA”) to provide comments on the Final Environmental
Impact Report (“FEIR”) and related proposed approvals for the 676 Mateo Street
Project (SCH No. 2018021068; Case No. ENV 2016-3691-EIR; CPC-2016-3689-GPA-
ZC-HD-MCUP-DB-SPR; VTT-74550) (“Project”), proposed by District Centre, LP, &
District Centre-GPA, LP (collectively, “Applicant”). The Applicant seeks approval of
the FEIR, as well as approvals of a Vesting Tentative Tract Map, haul route to
export approximately 74,500 cubic yards of soil, General Plan amendment, vesting
zone change and height district change, conditional use permit to allow the sale and
dispensing of alcohol, a density bonus compliance review, and a site plan review.

All approvals will be subsequently considered by the City Planning Commaission on
October 28, 2021.
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The Project proposes the demolition of an existing warehouse and surface
parking lot, and the construction of an up-to 197,355-square-foot mixed-use
building, including up to 185 live/work units, approximately 15,320 square feet of
open space for residents, up to 23,380 square feet of art-production and commercial
space, and associated parking facilities. The Project site is located at 668-678 S.
Mateo Street and 669-679 S. Imperial Street in the Central City North community
of the City of Los Angeles, and consists of eight contiguous lots associated with
Assessor Parcel Number 5164-020-021.

On January 25, 2021, we submitted comments on the Project’s Draft EIR
(“DEIR”). However, the City failed to make all of the documents referenced or relied
upon in the DEIR available for the entire public comment period, providing the last
of our requested documents just three days before the close of the comment period.
As a result, CREED LA was granted an additional two weeks to prepare
supplemental comments, which we submitted on February 8, 2021. The FEIR now
goes before a joint hearing of the Deputy Advisory Agency and a Hearing Officer.
The Deputy Advisory Agency will consider the FEIR and the application for a
Vesting Tentative Tract Map, as well as a proposed haul route to export
approximately 74,500 cubic yards of soil from the Project site, while the Hearing
Officer will take testimony on behalf of the City Planning Commission on the
Project’s proposed entitlements.

Based upon our review of the FEIR and the City’s responses to comments on
the DEIR, we conclude that the FEIR fails to comply with CEQA. Though the FEIR
responds to some of our comments, it fails to address or resolve many of the major
issues we raised. In addition, significant new information is included in the FEIR,
necessitating the recirculation of the DEIR to allow the public to meaningfully
review and comment on significant impacts or feasible mitigation measures that
had previously been omitted. Moreover, the FEIR fails to adequately analyze the
Project’s impacts related to air quality, greenhouse gas (‘GHG”) emissions,
cumulative impacts, noise impacts, and adverse effects on public health and safety.
It also fails to propose mitigation measures capable of reducing potentially
significant impacts to less than significant levels, leaving major Project impacts
significant and unmitigated. Finally, as a result of these ongoing impacts, the City
cannot make the findings required under State and City laws to issue the Project’s
land use entitlements.
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We have reviewed the FEIR and its appendices with assistance from air
quality expert James Clark, Ph.D., and acoustics expert Neil A. Shaw, FASA,
FAES.! We incorporate by reference all comments included in the expert letters, as
well as our earlier preliminary and supplemental comments on the DEIR.

I. STATEMENT OF INTEREST

CREED LA is an unincorporated association of individuals and labor
organizations that may be adversely affected by the potential public and worker
health and safety hazards, and the environmental and public service impacts of the
Project. The coalition includes the Sheet Metal Workers Local 105, International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 11, Southern California Pipe Trades
District Council 16, and District Council of Iron Workers of the State of California,
along with their members, their families, and other individuals who live and work
in the City of Los Angeles.

Individual members of CREED LA and its member organizations include
John Ferruccio, Jorge L. Aceves, John P. Bustos, Gerry Kennon, and Chris S.
Macias. These individuals live, work, recreate, and raise their families in the City
of Los Angeles and surrounding communities. Accordingly, they would be directly
affected by the Project’s environmental and health and safety impacts. Individual
members may also work on the Project itself. They will be first in line to be exposed
to any health and safety hazards that exist onsite.

In addition, CREED LA has an interest in enforcing environmental laws that
encourage sustainable development and ensure a safe working environment for its
members. Environmentally detrimental projects can jeopardize future jobs by
making it more difficult and more expensive for business and industry to expand in
the region, and by making the area less desirable for new businesses and new
residents. Continued environmental degradation can, and has, caused construction
moratoriums and other restrictions on growth that, in turn, reduce future
employment opportunities.

1 James Clark Rebuttal Comments on FEIR, attached as Exhibit A (hereinafter “Clark Rebuttal
Comments”); Neil Shaw Rebuttal Comments on FEIR, attached as Exhibit B (hereinafter “Shaw

Rebuttal Comments”).
L4986-008acp
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The Project presents significant environmental issues that must be addressed
prior to Project approval. The FEIR should be revised and recirculated for a full
public review period as required by CEQA based on the release of significant new
information, including the addition of mitigation measures and a major revision to
the Project’s haul routes.

The FEIR suffers from a number of additional flaws, including failure to
adequately establish the existing baseline upon which to measure noise impacts.
The FEIR also fails to perform a health risk analysis of the Project’s construction
and operational emissions of TACs, in direct contradiction of CEQA’s clear mandate
that an agency disclose a project’s potential health risks to a degree of specificity
that would allow the public to make the correlation between the project’s impacts
and adverse effects to human health. Therefore, the FEIR fails to comply with the
requirements of CEQA. The FEIR must be revised and recirculated to correct these
errors.





