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Re: Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report - RB 

lnyokern Solar Project (SCH No. 2017071020) 

Dear J\.fs. Oviatt, Mr_ Murphy and J\1s. Candia: 

We are writing on behalf of Citizens for Responsible Solar to provide 

comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") prepared for the RB 

Inyoke1·n Solar Project (SCH No. 2017071020) ("Project'') proposed by R&L Capital 

Inc. ("Applicant"). The p1·oject proposes to construct and operate a 26.6 megawatt 

(M\\-1) solar photovoltaic electrical generating facility and battery energy storage on 

approximately 166.5 acres of privately-owned land in the unincorporated 

community of Inyokern in the eastern high desert region of Kern County, California 

("County")- The proposed Project would interconnect to an existing Southern 
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comments and curriculum vitae are attached to this letter as Exhibit B.2 Exhibits 

1 and 2 are fully incorpmated herein and submitted to the County herewith. 

The1·efore, the County must separately respond to the technical comments of 

SW APE and Ms. Owens in addition to our comments. 

I. STATEMENT OF INTEREST

Citizens for Responsible Solar ("Citizens") is an unincorporated association of 
individuals and labor organizations that may be adversely affected by the potential 
public and worker health and safety hazards and environmental and public service 
impacts of the Project. The association includes California Unions for Reliable 
Energy and its member labor organizations, and their members and families, and 
other individuals that live and/or work in Kern County. 

The individual members of Citizens and the members of the affiliated labor 
organizations live, work, recreate and raise their families in Kern County. They 
would be directly affected by the Project's environmental and health and safety 
impacts. Individual members may also work constructing the Project itself. They 
will be first in line to be exposed to any health and safety hazards that may be 
present on the Project site. They each have a pe1·sonal interest in protecting the 
Project area from unnecessary, adverse environmental and public health impacts. 

The organizational members of the Citizens also have an interest in enforcing 
environmental laws that encourage sustainable development and ensure a safe 
working environment for the members that they represent. Environmentally 
detrimental projects can jeopardize future jobs by making it more difficult and more 
expensive for businesses to locate and people to live there. This, in turn, 
jeopardizes future development by causing construction moratoriums and otherwise 
reduces future employment opportunities for construction workers. The labor 
organization members of the Citizens therefore have a direct interest in enforcing 
environmental laws to minimize the adverse impacts of projects that would 
otherwise degrade the envil·onment. 

Finally, the organizational members of the Citizens are concerned about 
p1·ojects that risk serious environmental harm without providing countervailing 
economic benefits. CEQA provides a balancing process whe1·eby economic benefits 

2 Exhibit B - Letter from SWAPE to Nirit Lotan re: Comments on the RB lnyokern Solar Project 
(SCH No. 2017071020) dated July 28, 2020 ("Exhibit B"). 
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