By Cfajg W. Anderson
Retailers were encouraged

by increased Black Friday week-
end traffic that was up almost 5

percent from last year, according

to the National Retail Federa-

tion. Average consumer spend-

ing was $348, down 3.5 percent

from last year, but it was still
14.8 percent higher than 2005.
. On the busy online-shop-
ping Monday after Thanksgiv-

ack Friday weekend

ing, called “Cyber Monday,”
Americans spent more than
$700 million, according to
comScore, a Virginia online

‘commerce data tracking com-

pany. This was up about 15%

“from 2006.

“While last year showed

“a greater emphasis on high-

definition televisions, this year
consumers were focused on

lower priced doorbusters like

shoppers, up 4.

i

digital photo frames, laptops
and cashmere sweaters,” said
NRF President and CEO Tracy
Mullin. “Though Black Fri-
day weekend was a complete
success for many retailers, the
results of the holiday season
won't be determined until the
last two weeks of December.” -

Others have somewhat dif-
ferent opinions. '

' see Holiday rush page 8

| coerci

ndependent
builders accuse
unions of

By Lowell McCoy

Are labor unions using the
environmental laws to black-
mail government into giving
them exclusive contracts?
Union officials say no. Inde-
pendent non-union builders
say it is obviously true. For the
past decade there has been an
escalating public relations and
legal conflict between the two.

At the core of the dispute
is what is called a Project La-
bor Agreement. A PLA states
that union labor must be used.
It further states that labor
must receive a prevailing wage.
There are other provisions; but
these are the touchstones.

‘When a PLA is not pres-
ent in the requirements for a
building project, the unions
file a legal demand for proof
that an environmental stan-

dard is being met. This is
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California Unions for Reliable Energy

“(CURE) that was formed in 1997.
“.CURE was formed by the Interna-_

tional Brotherhood of Electrical Work-

_ers, IBEW utility, Boilermakers and
- the United Association Unions. The

Tronworkers joined them later.

" It was CURE that acted in the Ro-
seville and Riverside cases.
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