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-~ .LosAngeies, CA 90012 
. ·· .. f;~x: (2:13) 974-6384 
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SACRAMENTCI OFFICE 

620 CAfSITQL MALL, SUITE 50 
SACRAMENTO, CA 05914 21 

TEL: (918) 4H·620 
FAX; (916) 444·.620 

-~·Re: 

. • . 

Pu_blic R~co.rds Act Follow·Un Jteguest an.d Re_quest for 
Extension.of CEQA Comment· Deadline on the AV Solar 
Ranch-.One:.Proiect Diiaft EnvfrOilmental linpact Report 

. . . . . . . . . . 
: . . · 

D~ar ~--·Bruckner-, Public Information Offic~r, a~d Mr .. Szalay: 

We· write to: re.quest immediate access to pul:>Hc re~or.ds' respo~.,siv.e to our 
J.une 7.; 2010· request, which the Los i\ng~les Qoilnty Dep!lrtment. of Regional 
;p1anmng:(-'~DRipi) .faiJed -to·p1ake available~ as req11b;ed ~Y the Pub~ic Records Act. 
In ·a~~~on, we Tequest-an e_xtension 9f the public comment cieadlin~ for ih.e AV 

• '"l'· • 

. . ..... :.: ... _.., ... _ _ : __ .:.._ ·--. 
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. Solar Ranch ·one Projecf Draft ·Environmerit.al"Impact Report ("DElR") du~ to DRP's 
failure to make all documents ·referenc0d irt the DEffi availabie for the duration of 

·· the public_ comment period, as :requi:r0d by the California Environm~rital Qu~lity 
~~~ . . . 

. The Public Records ;\ct. was. enacted "fo;r the exv,licit purpose cif increasiri8 
freedom of inforination by giving the public access to infor?nation in posses.sion of 
public agencies:1· "Public. records" are broadly defiried by the Act to include "any 
writing containing information relating to the condl,lct 6f the public's business 
prepared,. owned, used, or retained by any state·or local agency· regardless of 
physical form or characteristics.''2 

On June 7, 2010, we requested a copy of all public records pertaining to the 
AV Solar Ranch One Project (''Project''), that have been ~eceived or created by DRP 
sine~ the date of our prior requ-~st~ (See Attacltment A - PRA Request.) You . 
respon~ed· that·both the dr~ft erwironmental impa'Ct report and the.technical 
appendices will be posted on the Department's case and hearing website, and that 
prior to the June 30,, 2oio .public hearing date, the remaining heanng material~ will 
also be posted. (See Attachment B -.Email.) On June 15, 2010, we wrote to clarify 
that oµr June 7, 2010 PUblic Rec;ords Act request was for a copy of all public records. 
pertaining t.o the Project that have·been received or ci:ea~e·q by DRP·si!lte.J\lly 2009. 
(See Attaclm~ent C - PRA Request.) Qn June 16, .2010, you i~dicated that.all DEIR 
Project files would be m~de available for duplication. (Attachm~nt· P - Emails.) On 

. J uri~ 17; 2010, w.e received m&iled ·Notice· of Completion and Availability of Draft 
Enviroll).llental lmpact Report for the AV Solar Ranch One Project. (Attachment E -
Notice.). · 

. The Project .docUm1;Jnts W.ere produced for duplication on June 23, 2010. (See. 
Atttichinent F ' Email.) However. the doc4J11ents tha.t were· made 'available did not 

· include a~l pubiic.records ip. the possession.~fDRP r·egarding the,.Project. Namely·, . . . 

1 OBS,· in,c. v. ·ntock. (198.~) 42 Cai.id ~46, 651.(emphasis ~dde.d). " · . ·. · · 
2 Los Angeles Unified School Dist. 11. Superwr Court (2007) i51 Cal.App.4th 159; 765 ·citing Times . 
Mir.ror co: v. Superior Court (199i) 53 Ca:3d i325,1368: · ' 
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. DRP failed to produce the following documents, which are explicitly referenced m 
the Project DElR:S 

1. Michael Bnandmrui Associates (MBA); 20()7. Phase I Environmental 
Site Assessment, Larsen Ranch, Los Angeles County, . Californi~. 
June _28;' ' · 

2. Staal, Gardner &. D~e,_ Inc. (SGD), 1S90. Preliminary Site 
Assessment California Springs, Los Angeles County, California. 
Prepare·d Impact Sciences, Inc. March;· 

3. URS. 2010. Pre-Demolition Stirvey Report Former Larsen Ranch 
Building, AV Solar Ranch One Project. February; · 

4. uRS. 2008a. Phase I Site Assessment AV, Solar 'Rancb.1 Foroughi · 
Property. December 10; .. 

5. 

6. 

URS. 2008b. Phase I Site Assessment, Larsen Ranch Site. July ·18; 
. . 

Psomas. 2009. Design, Concept Report. AVSolar Ranch One Project 
Antelope Valley; California. December; 

7. · Galloway, D.J:,., 'S.P. Phillips, an.d M.E. Ikehara, ·1998. Land 
Subsidence and its Relation to Past and FutuT:e ·Water Supplies in 
Antelope Valley, California. In Current Research lmd Case Studies of 
Land Subsidence: Proceedings of th~ Dr. Joseph F. Poland Symposium. · 
Association-of Engineering Geologists Specia.I:Publication Nor 8, 

·Published by Star. Publishing Company, Helmont, California 94002-
0068; - . . 

8. Ogd~~.· L.K.E. 1996. ·Collision course: the h~2~rds oflighted str~ctures 
and windows to migrating birds·. Toronto, Cana.da: ·world Wildlife 
Fund Cana:da.'~nd.Fatal Light Awareness Progi'am .. R-ich .apd Longpre 
(eds}. 2006.Ecological Consequences of Artificial Night Lighting, 

s Department of Regional Planning Impact Analysis Section, County of Los Angeles, Draft . 
Environmental Inipact Report AV Solar Ranch One Project, June 20-10, pp. 5.15·23; 5.2-13, 5.3-21, 
6.14-22. . . . . ·. . 

2292-0lSd 



Richard Bruckner 
Public Information Officer 
Kim K. Szalay 
July 22, 2010 
Page 4 

ORG-2 

. . 

(Island Press, 1718 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 200, Washington, 
D.C. 200.09-1148. USA; 2006); and: 

9. Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (LACDPW)~ 2010. 
Letter from D.~rinis Hunter to Sorin Alexanian dated: June 10, 2010 
·and attached 'J;'echnical M~rnorandum (Water Req\iirements and 
Groundwater Supply AV Solar Ranch One) dated June 1, 2010 
prepared by Joseph C. Scalrnanini. · · 

These documents :we~e cl~ai'ly ·in the possession of DRP as they were used to 
draft, and are referenced, in the .DEIR. Consistent with the Public Records Act, 
these documents should_ liave been pro.duced along with the remaining Pr.oject files-
~n June 23, 2010. . · · 

. . . . 

In addition to DRP's obligations under the Public Records Act, CEQA 
· requires lead agencies to make all materials referenced _in draft environmental 
impact reports .readily available for public review for the quration of the ·pu,blic 
comment period.4. The lead agency's notice to the public shl;lll also specify the 
location wher.e. aU such documents shall be made available ~or review, and this 
locs,tion shall be readily accessible to the public during the lead a~ency's normal 
working hours. 6 DRP failed· to comply with CEQA's explicit mandate of public 
disclosure. DRP's June-17, 2010 notice fails to provide the loeation for review of 
documents referenced in the DEIR. Additionally, although the DEIR was open for 
public comment as of J-µne 17, 2010; DRP did n~t make these documents available · 
to CURE on June-23; 20i0...., the day on which DRP. provided CURE ac·o·es·s to . 
Project documents. DRP's. failure to notjfy CURE of the location of the documents 
referenced in the Project DEIR, anq its failure to produce 'these documents for 
duplication, 90,nnot l;>e squared with CEQA's requirement that all doc·uments 
referenced in the· DEIR shall be made readily available to the public for the 
d:uration of the public comment-period. · 

. In sum, .CURE'.s access to all .public records re~arding the Project has been 
considerably impeded clue .to DRP'.s inability to comply .with the Publ~c ':Records Act 
at a great e-xpense to·CURE. DRP's-faihtre to make all documents referenced iil the 
DEIRreadily available tO OURE also frustrates CURE;s·abilityto review .l:l~l ·· 

. . .. . 
. : .... . 

~ Pub. Resources Code§ z1092(b)(l); see also· tit. H, Cal~ Code Regs. §· l5087(cX5). 
'~ . . 
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relevant informatio~ and to provide timely comments on the Project D~IR. As such, 
w.e requ~st im,mediate access to the above referenced· documents an~ a 45 day · 
ext~_nsior,i of th:e public commef!.t perio~ ftom ~he date .you provide the reqµeste~ 
materials to CURE. · 

EK:cnh 
Attachment (A-F) 

cc: Christina Trap (Vi~ ~mail) 
· ctran@planning.lacounty.gov) 

/ 
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Sincerely, 

Elizabeth, KJebaner 

' . 




