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O2-1 This comment requests an extension of the public review 
period because certain documents referenced or relied 
upon in the DEIR were allegedly not made available for 
public review. However, the County made all documents 
available for public review required by CEQA. The 
County published a Notice of Availability of the DEIR 
on April 16, 2015 that specifically stated the DEIR could 
be reviewed at http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/pds/ 
ceqa_public_review.html, at the Planning & 
Development Services (PDS), Project Processing 
Counter, 5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310, San Diego, 
California 92123 and at the Jacumba public library, 
located at 44605 Old Highway 80, Jacumba, CA 91934. 
The Draft EIR document includes a complete list of all 
referenced documents to allow for public access. Indeed, 
many documents referenced in the DEIR, such as the 
County’s Biological Guidelines were available for 
review at the PDS (and readily available on the County’s 
website as well at http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/pds/ 
procguid.html.) In addition, the Draft EIR document 
included the 13 appendices where the majority of 
Project specific analysis was derived. Further, the 
County provided all references to the Draft EIR to 
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Adams Broadwell Joseph and Cardozo on May 29, 
2015, and all references for appendices were provided 
on June 5, 2015.  

The comment letter suggests that CEQA requires that all 
documents referenced or relied upon in the DEIR must 
be provided by the County during the public review 
period because it is too burdensome for individuals to 
independently locate ancillary documents incorporated 
into the EIR by citation. However, CEQA imposes no 
such requirement. CEQA requires any information 
included in an appendix be made readily available for 
public examination. (CEQA Guidelines, §15147) 
Consistent with this requirement, all EIR appendices 
were available online and at PDS, as indicated in the 
Notice of Availability. CEQA also requires that 
documents incorporated by reference be made available 
to the public for inspection (CEQA Guidelines, 
§15150(b)). EIR documents that were incorporated by 
reference were made available to the commenter, as 
noted above. CEQA also permits an EIR to include a 
“citation” to technical information when an EIR is 
dependent upon information from many sources, 
including engineering project reports and many scientific 
documents relating to the environmental features. CEQA 
Guideline 15148 specifies “These documents should be 
cited but not included in the EIR,” and there is no 
requirement to make cited documents available for 
public review. (see, El Morro Community Assn. v. Cal. 



RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 

 

April 2016 8477 

Jacumba Solar Energy Project EIR RTC O2-3 

Dept. of Parks & Rec. (2004) 122 Cal.App.4th 1341, FN 
5 [cited documents do not have to be made available for 
public review]; Ebbetts v. Cal. Dept. of Forestry (2008) 
43 Cal.4th 936, p. 958.) 

 The commenter’s reference to Section 21092(b)(1) of 
the CEQA Guidelines is misplaced as that section is in 
reference to the requirements of the public notice of 
preparation. Additionally, Section 21092(b)(2) notes 
that “this section shall not be construed in an manner 
that results in the invalidation of an action because of 
the alleged inadequacy of the notice content if there has 
been substantial compliance with the notice content 
requirements of this section.” The County has complied 
with the notice contents requirements of Section 
21092(b)(2). Hence, and respectfully, the County does 
not agree with the request to extend the DEIR comment 
period further than the established public review period 
from April 20, 2015 to June 3, 2015. The County 
acknowledges this comment; however it does not 
address the adequacy of the DEIR, therefore no further 
response is required. 

This comment requests an extension of the public review 
period because certain documents cited, incorporated by 
reference, or attached as appendices, in the DEIR were 
allegedly not made available for public review. 
However, the County made all documents available for 
public review that were required by CEQA. The County 
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published a Notice of Availability of the DEIR on April 
16, 2015 that specifically stated the DEIR could be 
reviewed at http://www.sandiegocounty.gov/content 
/sdc/pds/regulatory/ docs/jacumba_solar.html, at the 
Planning & Development Services (PDS), Project 
Processing Counter, 5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310, 
San Diego, California 92123 and at the Jacumba Library, 
located at 44605 Old Highway 80, Jacumba, CA 91934. 
The DEIR document included the DEIR appendices 
made available for review in accordance with CEQA 
Guidelines 15147. Any documents specifically 
incorporated by reference were made available at these 
locations in accordance with CEQA Guidelines 
15150(b). However, unlike CEQA Guidelines 15147 and 
15150(b), 15148 does not require documents cited in the 
EIR to be made available for public review. The County 
provided all references to the DEIR to Adams Broadwell 
Joseph and Cardozo on May 29, 2015, and all references 
for appendices were provided on June 5, 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 


